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October 7, 2016                                                   Parsha Vayelech 
5 Tishrei 5777                                    Light Candles 5:57 pm  

Sofer Attia visits Soille 
Do you know what the last Mitzvah of the Torah which is Mitzvah #613 
is? It is in this week's Parashah of Vayelech and it is the Mitzvah for every 
person to write their own Sefer Torah. In order to learn more about that, 
we were treated to a visit from Sofer Attiya, a local Jewish scribe from 
San Diego. He shared with us many interesting things about the 
parchment that is used for the Torah, the writing utensil that is used, and 
many other facts. The students got to feel the different parchments and 
see the writing utensils and ink that are used. After watching a short 
video about Safrut, Sofer Attiya was able to write some of the names of 
the children as it would be written in the Torah. Everyone enjoyed the 
presentation and gained a lot from it. We thank Sofer Attiya for coming in 
to share his presentation with us. 

 See more picture with Sofer 

Attia on page 7! 
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 Calendar of Events 

Head of School: Rabbi Simcha Weiser 
rabbiweiser@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Assistant Head of School:   
Rabbi Meir Cohen 
rabbicohen@hebrewday.org  
 
 

Director of School Operations:  
Estelle Workman 
eworkman@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Director of Admissions:  
Beth Licha 
blicha@hebrewday.org  
 

Dean of Students:  
Giovanna Reinking 
giovanna.reinking@hebrewday.org 
 
 

Preschool Director: Rachel Eden 
rachel.eden@hebrewday.org 
 
 

Business Manager: Klara Lapp 
klapp@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Director of Development:  
Joyce Arovas 
jarovas@hebrewday.org 
 

 

President: 

Geoffrey Berg 

 

Members at Large:  

Josh Cohen  Iliana Glovinsky 

Moises Eilemberg Gavin Horn 

Allen Gruber  Hilary Kleinman 

Yonina Kaplan  Philip Silverman 

Michael Leeman  Yvonne Venger 

Marilyn Williams Marcia Wollner 

Missy Wrotslavsky Brian Zimmerman 

Our Administrative Team:            Board of Directors:       

   October      November 

October 11, 2016 
12 pm Noon Dismissal - Erev Yom Kippur 
3:30 pm Cross Country Meet 
 

October 12, 2016 
Yom Kippur- No School 
 

October 13, 2016 
Boys Football Game 3:20 pm 
Girls Volleyball Game 3:45 pm 
 

October 17 - 25, 2016 
Sukkot Break– No School 
 

October 19th -October 21st, 2016  
Sukkot Camp 
 

October 26, 2016 
9 am Start of School 
 
 
 

October 27, 2016 
Boys Football Game 3:20 pm 
Girls Volleyball Game 3:45 pm 
 

November 1, 2016 
12pm Noon Dismissal 
 
 

For the most accurate and up to date calendar, 
please always refer to our website at 

www.hebrewday.org 
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 Parshat Vayelech 
Overview: VaYelech  (Deut: 31) 
VaYelech:  On this, the last day of his life, Moshe goes from tent to tent throughout the camp, bidding farewell to his beloved 
people, encouraging them to “keep the faith.” Moshe tells them that whether he is among them or not, Hashem is with them, 
and will vanquish their enemies. Then he summons Yehoshua, and in front of all the people, exhorts him to be strong and 
courageous as the leader of the Jewish People. In this manner, he strengthens Yehoshua's status as the new leader. Moshe 
teaches them the mitzvah of Hakhel: That every seven years on the first day of the intermediate days of Succos, the entire 
nation, including small children, is to gather together at the Temple to hear the King read from the Book of Devarim. The 
sections that he reads deal with faithfulness to Hashem, the covenant, and reward and punishment. Hashem tells Moshe that 
his end is near, and he should therefore summon Yehoshua to stand with him in the Mishkan, where Hashem will teach 
Yehoshua. Hashem then tells Moshe and Yehoshua that after entering the Land, the people will be unfaithful to Him, and begin 
to worship other G-ds. Hashem will then completely “hide his face,” so that it will seem that the Jewish People are at the mercy 
of fate, and that they will be hunted by all. Hashem instructs Moshe and Yehoshua to write down a song - Ha'azinu - which will 
serve as a “witness” against the Jewish People when they sin. Moshe records the song in writing and teaches it to Bnei Yisrael. 
Moshe completes his transcription of the Torah, and instructs the Levi'im to place it to the side of the Aron (Holy Ark), so that 
no one will ever write a new Torah Scroll that is different from the original - for there will always be a reference copy.  
© 2016 Ohr Somayach  

DRASHA:  Moshe’s fixation with the covenant between G-d 
and Israel, so evident in the Torah readings of the past two 
weeks, continues apace this week. Only now there is a note 
of desperation in Moshe’s words and tone. He bluntly states 
that he knows that after his death the Jewish people will 
shirk the obligations of the covenant and fall prey to 
worshiping false gods and non-Jewish values. 
  
No matter how strong his teachings have been and how 
stern his warnings about the consequences of violating the 
covenant, he sadly realizes that the Jewish people will not 
withstand the allure of pagan cultures and decadent 
societies. 
  
Moshe is powerless to stop this process and he only tells 
them how it will play itself out. Eventually Israel will realize 
the error of its ways, repent and return to the obligations of 
the covenant and obey the rules set forth in that agreement 
between G-d and Israel. 
  
It is almost as though the covenant can have no real validity 
unless it is breached and the consequences forecast for 
such a breach actually occur. Only then will Israel truly value 
the terms of the covenant and understand how significant 
that agreement is. Only when disasters strike and bad things 
happen do they truly appreciate the binding commitment 
between God and Israel, as represented and defined by the 
commandments and value system of the Torah. 
  
Jewish societies may be more observant or less observant 
from time to time but any reading of Jewish history shows 
us that the covenant is always in force. And that is the 
sobering message that Moshe delivers to the Jewish people 
at the end of his life and leadership. 

  
While the consequences of violating the covenant can be 
viewed in a negative light, and all of Jewish history tells of 
those negative aspects of violating the covenant, in its 
essence the covenant is the positive lodestone of Jewish 
life. It is the guarantor of our survival no matter what our 
shortcomings may have been or may be now. He promises 
us that the Lord will never forsake us. 
  
We are the necessary partner in this historic endeavor but G
-d, so to speak, is the ultimate facilitator of the covenant 
and purveyor of its consequences. And even though Moshe 
knows that the Jewish people will stray, he does not give up 
hope about their eventual fate and role in human history. 
  
They will never completely forsake the Torah and its 
covenant and even if they are found wanting in their 
behavior, there will always be enough spirit left within them 
to resiliently cling to the covenant, no matter the difficulty. 
In the midst of all of the backsliding and assimilation that is 
afflicting the Jewish world today; there is a countercurrent 
of Jewishness. Many who would have been alienated from 
observance are now seeking the threads of their heritage. I 
am certain that that is also part of the vision that Moshe 
saw and communicated to all later generations at the end of 
his life on earth. 
 
Shabat shalom - Gmar chatima tova 
Rabbi Berel Wein  © 2016 
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 The Soille Scene 

Our 3rd graders are learning to apply math facts to real life situations.  In a very creative assignment, Ms Lane drew on Hebrew 

Day's Successful Me framework, asking each student to write a recipe for Zestful living, measuring out the 'ingredients' each 

person needs to fulfill this lofty goal.  The display which has resulted is a breathtaking example to high level thinking, expressive 

writing, math application, and the teaching of good character, each a hallmark of our HDS program.  Thank you Ms. Lane and 

Morah Michal for this uplifting concoction!   

Shown Left to Right: Rabbi Meir Cohen, Assistant Head of School; Rabbi Simcha Weiser, Head of School; Jason Cury, CIJE President; Dr. Jane 
Willoughby, CIJE Director of Research; Geoff Berg, Hebrew Day Board President; Marilyn Williams, Hebrew Day Immediate Past President; 
Rachel Hudlow, Math teacher; Matt Bessler, San Diego Science Teacher of the Year, 2016; Julie Rivard, San Diego Science Teacher of the 
Year, 2004. 

Thank You CIJE! 
On Thursday, Jason Cury, the national President of CIJE, based in New York, visited Hebrew Day so that our students could 
thank him personally for our new STEM lab, which was completed this summer.  The celebration was not only for the fully 
equipped lab, but also for the CIJE-Tech Middle School curriculum which is now being implemented.  Behind the scenes, CIJE 
(Center for Initiatives in Jewish Education) is also providing our teachers with training and support, regular class visits, and pro-
jects which inspire curiosity, problem solving skills,  and collaboration.  “We are preparing you students for jobs that don’t yet 
exist using technologies that haven’t yet been invented,” Mr. Cury told our enthusiastic students.  It was a visit to celebrate 
the advancement of our children’s learning and their future success.  Thank you to CIJE, its full team of educators which in-
clude Dr. Adrian Krag and Dr. Jane Willoughby, and our talented teaching team of Matt Bessler (2016 Science Teacher of the 
Year) and Julie Rivard (2004 Science Teacher of the Year). 
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 The Soille Scene 

Wrapping Paper and Gift Sale Begins October 14th 

Beginning October 13th through November 13th, you can purchase wrapping paper and gifts which will be delivered 

in time for Chanukah.  On October 13th, your child / grandchild will receive the brochures and all the information 

about how they can earn prizes by selling.  

In the meantime, out-of-town friends and family can begin ordering online.  Go to www.misschocolate.com; Online 

Store; Go to Customer-Guest Login and register.  On the left sidebar go to the section you are interested in.  At 

checkout, put the Hebrew Day code #704640 in the Student ID section. 

All orders will be shipped in time for Chanukah!  For further information, contact Bobbe Reitman, breit-

man@ssdhds.org.  Order Deadline:  November 13th 

Get Your Child Ready for  
Shabbat San Diego!!  

On Sunday, Nov. 6 from 2pm-4pm, we will host a special children's art program led by our gifted art teach-

er, Avril Butbul.  We invite all HDS families to come and enjoy!  The price of admission is that you bring 

with you another family whose children are NOT YET enrolled. The Clay Relief activity will give each child a 

Shabbat themed keepsake, similar to the one pictured to the left.  We hope it will get them excited to join 

the 20,000 San Diego Jews who will participate in the most exciting Shabbat of the year! 
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 The Soille Scene 
Hat’s Off to our Extraordinary Volunteers! 

Sara Boniske 

Shauna Breskin 

Ruth Broudy 

Celine Dujowich 

Maggy Dujowich, SPA President 

Rachel Guenniche 

Matthew Johnson 

Alysa Kaplan 

Tara Klein 

Sarah Plascencia 

Bobbe Reitman 

Melissa Schad 

Yehudah Weisz 

 

8th Grade Parent Volunteers: 

Tamara Adato 

Gina Bemaras 

Laura Berenson 

Oranit Cleveland 

Frank Darbe 

Vanessa De Lara 

Celine Dujowich 

Cheryl Horn 

Tara Klein 

Jennifer Levy 

Don Liebman 

Paula Matthews 

Vivian Maya 

Leah Moryosef 

Leah Singer 

Stacey Wechsler 

Boxtops for Education 
Your children can earn prizes from Hebrew Day for collecting multiples of 25 Boxtops!  (See prizes 
attached to this Kolenu).   Boxtops then give Hebrew Day 10 cents for every boxtop collected.  The 
deadline to submit your boxtops to Hebrew Day is October 14th.  Print out the form at the end of 
this Kolenu to attach your boxtops. 
 
Plus: Upload the new Boxtops Bonus App so Hebrew Day can earn even more!  
http://www.boxtops4education.com/bonusapp 
 

 

 

Recycle your used ink cartridges by bringing them to Hebrew Day! 

Rabbi Moskowitz visits the First Grade classroom to share a special 

lesson on the Shofar before Rosh Hashanah. 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/bonusapp
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 Community News 
Mazel Tov to… 

...Jordan and Ronit Snyder on the birth of a baby boy. The bris will be this coming Sunday,  10/9/16, at 8:45am at Beth Jacob 

congregation, 4855 College Ave, San Diego, CA 92115.  

...Prof. Brian Keating (father of Isaac and Elijah) on being elected to the Fellows of the American Physical Society, in recognition 

of outstanding work in physics.  Dr. Keating research is in cosmology, measuring the cosmic microwave background. (For a 

better explanation, ask Brian) 

...Ms. Shari Ryan’s marriage to Tom Brower this past weekend.  

 

Condolences to… 

...Greenbaum/Gelbart family on the passing of Mr. Larry Greenbaum. The funeral will take place this Sunday, October 

9th, 2016 at 10:30 am at El Camino Memorial Park, 5600 Carroll Canyon Rd., San Diego, CA 92121. 



 בס"ד

Soccer Trainings for 1st to 3rd grade 

Hi Everybody, 

I’m glad to present soccer trainings after the holidays  

Starting November. 

The session will be on Mondays from 3:45 pm until 

4:45 pm in the courtyard. 

The cost for each session is 15 $. 

Everybody  welcome  to  a  free  trial  training  on 

Wednesday , October 26  on 3:45 pm 

Please feel free to contact me with any question. 

 

I’m looking forward to meeting you 

Avi Yehezkia 

ayehezkia@ssdhds.org 

Tel: 818‐288‐3121 
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